Katrina family grateful

to Fin Fans,

[im Volentine left Gulfport, Miss.,
on the moming of August 28, 2005
with his pregnant w ife Bridget, w ho
already was three days past due. The
couple rraveled with cheir | -year-old
son, Gavin, and their big ole’ dog
Gvpsy. They didn't know whar w
exprcl A Hurricane Karrina
approached

Brideet was reluctane to leave
and deliver the baby withour her
I'.jmllg.-' doctor, bur on her advice,
they left ahead of the storm.
Hannah joined the family the next
day.

Difficule days lay ahead. Bridger
Was hu:cpi[;lli:.'x'ﬂ for three weeks,
needing blood transtusions 1o
recover, Tim made the I:I-'F' hack and
found their home in shambles.

“The home we lived in and
lowed was porn apart,” Tim says. 71
will never forget walking through
the front of our home, which was
wet, but not thar bad. Walking
roward the rear to my sons room, |
WS amaied that vkl coutld look up
and see the sky.”

“That is when we decided o
come to Flagler County tm stay with
my brother, not knowing what |
would do for work, where we would
ulrimarely live, or how we would
r:_-Plaug_' 5o much that we lost so fst”

community

Afrer n.[.j_:.'ing with his brother
amid a hectic household, the family
went looking for housing of their
own. “Pine Lakes aparmments took
us in and Z-Best gave us furniture
for three months for no charge,”
Tim says. “After we were in the
apartment for about a I'IHII1‘.|I. Laura
Brown from the apartment complex
called saying the Fin Fans football
fan club wanted to .ILI.II]'E us.”

Ihe fan club found the
Vaolentines a house, paying the
security deposit and six moniis rent
for the family. They arranged for a
year of medical care r':'-l.'ll'-sgh Medi
Quick family practice, and Dir
|<"r|'||11:||| h‘hhl:*n{'}' POy ided dental
work. 11.5.1 Ao assisred with free
Car Service.

“If it wasn't for Ruscy and the
Fin Fans Club, we sall wouldnr be
on our feet,” says Tim, who has
since starved a job as a tatoo arosc
with Inflicting Beauty in Flagler
Beach. Tim worlked 45 a tatoo artist
in Mississippi but lost all of his
equipment

“When we were told thar a
Miami Dolphin’s fan club was
adopring us, we never imagined that
Fuys w._a:-;'hiug foorball and ||Fi|'|ki|'l¥‘.'\,
beer wouild hold sach a '\-|'\'.'L'I:2| FllJ.i:l.
in our hearts.”
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